
[image: image1.jpg]Amber Hayes




BIO

Stepping center stage as leading lady Kathy Twitty, the daughter of Conway Twitty in the acclaimed musical biography of the legendary singer’s life, Amber Hayes knew she was treading on hallowed ground.  “Conway Twitty, and all the great traditionalists--I have such great respect for what they did.  Musically, they built the road that led us to where we are now,” Amber acknowledges.  With a modern  mentality and deep country roots, this triple-threat singer, songwriter, and actress is loving the here and now.  And while she’s a long way from her rural Weleetka, Oklahoma origins, she’s perfectly at home in the spotlight.

A born performer and true entertainer, Amber exhausted her lifetime quota of stage fright on her first day of dance classes at age five, which her grandmother offered as a way to get Amber’s mind off her parents’ impending divorce.  Overcome by shyness, she spent the hour hidden under a table.  The teacher suggested private lessons instead, where she quickly discovered Amber’s considerable vocal talent while rehearsing a song-and-dance number.  Not long afterwards, Amber first took the stage of her hometown “Miss Pride Day” festival singing the Shirley Temple classic, “When I Grow Up.”

She had found her calling.  Throughout childhood, Amber regularly performed at nursing homes owned by her grandparents, and by age 8 was hosting a 30-minute show called “Amber And Friends” at state fairs and festivals.  For seven years, she traveled around the state as a member of "Oklahoma Kids," a well-respected music organization that has helped develop the talent of stars including Blake Shelton.  She also toured regionally every weekend for a year with the musical “Will In the Wind,” about Will Rogers.  She went on to be chosen as one of “America’s Ten Most Beautiful Children” by Globe Magazine, was crowned “Junior Miss of Oklahoma,” was a national finalist in “America’s Kids,” and was a finalist for Disney’s “The Mickey Mouse Club” along with Justin Timberlake, Christina Aguilera, and Britney Spears.  “As exciting as that was,” Amber recalls, “at the time I couldn’t imagine leaving home for Orlando and splitting up my family.”

Weleetka, with its 1200 residents and zero stoplights, was a grounding force in the young performer’s life.  Amber was raised on country music, gravitating towards the show-stopping divas who would become her role models:  Barbara Mandrell, Dolly Parton, and Reba McEntire.  “Reba would play in Tulsa and Oklahoma City every year, and I would always go to both shows,“ Amber remembers.  “It was a total experience, rather than just a concert, and that’s something I want to give people in my career.”  Later on, Amber came to be heavily influenced by some of country music’s founding mothers, including Grand Ole Opry member Jean Shepard, who caught one of Amber’s performances as a teenager and promptly invited her to be her guest on “Ernest Tubb’s Midnight Jamboree” in Nashville.  Since that time, Amber has also shared the stage with Jeannie Seely and Helen Cornelius, remarking, “I consider getting to hang out and learn from some of the most influential women of country music a privilege. I try to soak in everything I can from them.”

Amber fell in love with Nashville and the Opry community, making the decision to move to Music City just weeks after her high school graduation.  “As soon as my mom left after settling me in, I cried and cried for hours,” Amber says.  “I was so homesick I drove right back to Oklahoma the next day.”  Two weeks later, Amber returned to Nashville--and this time, it was to stay.  She started college, where she studied communications and music business, while beginning writing songs and pursuing music, all while realizing her other long-held dream: to follow in her grandparents’ footsteps and own her own business.  After two years of college, Amber opened a fitness company for women, gaining invaluable business and marketing experience.  Three years later, she sold her company with profit enough to pursue music full time for a year.  “I have always, deep down, wanted to be an artist, so I told myself, ‘If you’re ever going to do this, you’ve got to do it now,’” Amber says.

A few years wiser, Amber returned to her first passion with renewed energy.  She began booking herself in casinos and clubs, while auditioning for every opportunity that came her way.  She landed the lead role in the Nashville dinner theater musical “Spitfire Grill,” and was voted by viewers of Nashville’s Fox 17 into a leading role in “Could It Be Love,” performed with Opry member Jeannie Seely at the Ryman Auditorium.  She also acted in the 2006 “Vagina Monologues” starring Seely and Mandy Barnett.  Yet it was when she beat out 1,000 hopefuls in an open audition from New York to Nashville to LA for her part in Conway Twitty: The Man, The Music, The Legend, The Musical that Amber landed the role of a lifetime.  The play debuted to a sold out crowd at the Tennessee Performing Arts Center, and went on to tour for a year with an extended engagement in Branson, Missouri.  “This show gave me bigger opportunities than I’d ever had before,” Amber says.  “We were on the road, opening for George Jones, playing in arenas in front of thousands of people.  You never know what’s going to happen on stage, and you learn to be comfortable with that.  I feel I‘m ready for anything now.”

While theatre has been a great launching pad for Amber’s career, her true ambition lies in singing, writing, and performing as a solo country artist.  During her year-long tour with the Conway Twitty musical, Amber managed to record her debut EP, C’mon, during down time in Nashville.  The album features six of eight songs co-written by Amber, five of which came out of a California writer’s retreat with Brian Pharoah and Bill Diluigi, where song ideas flowed like wine.  The fun and sassy title track, in fact, was written on the drive to the beach one day, Amber in the driver’s seat tossing out lyrics while the guys strummed guitars in the back.  “I was in the mood to write a fun party-girl song that day,” Amber recalls, “and by the time we got to the beach it was done!”  

Infused with a swampy, down-home country sound, fiddle and steel guitar leading the way, C‘mon allows Amber to get personal in a way that musical theater never could.  Her energetic youthfulness shines through in the innocently flirtatious “C’mon” and “Good Thing You Can’t Read My Mind,” while “Can’t Take It Back” reveals her more sensitive side.  The true-to-life narrative “Right as Rain” invokes the tiny town where she was raised, and her difficulty in leaving it.  But ask her where her heart lies, and it is “Home” to which Amber keeps returning.  “People think there’s nothing in a small town, that you’re so sheltered,” she says.  “But there’s so much there.  There’s nothing like being home, and when you leave there’s like a piece of you that’s gone.  Wherever home is to you, no matter where you go, it goes with you.”  For Amber, home isn’t just a small town in Oklahoma.  Home is on stage, and be it a crowded arena or intimate playhouse, Amber Hayes commands it with poise and passion.
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For more information:

www.amberhayesmusic.com
www.talanbrowne.com
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